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Bring ‘em Back Alive
James 5:19-20

Introduction:

I.  The Meaning of Backsliding – 5:19a
“Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth,”
A. The Persons

1. Not Unbelievers

Unbelievers can’t backslide. You have to slide forward before you can slide back.
Not regeneration, but restoration

Like “revival” another “Christian only” word. You can’t revive until you vive. Not redemption, but revival.
2. Believers - “Brothers”

James 1:2,17,19; 2:1,5,14; 3:1,10,12; 4:11; 5:7, 9,10,12, and here 19.
How many times is that?  - 15 times
μου -  my brothers – “among ya’l”
3. Any Believer – τις – “anyone”
It could happen to anyone. It can happen to you.
Don’t you dare pull your robes around you in a Pharisee stance when you see your brother stumble?
Remember: Pride goes before a fall. Like riding a bicycle: If you don’t progress, you will regress.
B. The Picture – Planet - “a wonderer”
1. The Use of the Word “Scientifically”
Before Copernicus discovered that the sun not the earth, was the center of the universe planets were called, “wandering stars”. They move forward and then backward; first here then there.

2. The Use of the Word Biblically

Matthew 22:29
“Ye do err (πλανοω), not knowing the scriptures,”
Jude 13 – used of the false prophets - wandering stars.
Meaning: “to go astray”
3 John 4
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” -  The opposite.
C. The Practice

They have wandered from the truth, the Word.
1:18
“He brought us forth by the Word of truth”
3:14

“to have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition is to lie against the truth.”
 So, straying begins by believing some lie. This affects one’s attitude. This results in evil actions.
1. Doctrinal Wandering - [3rd class]
More probable, a future condition
a. The Kind of Doctrinal Wandering

They have strayed from the truth -- from the Word. Not just minor opinions, but heresy.
1)  Salvation – have to be circumcised to be saved (Galatians)
2)  Baptism for the dead (I Cor. 15)
3)  Jesus in not God (II John)
4)  The Rapture has past (II Thessalonians 2)
b. The Cause of Doctrinal Wandering
They left the truth they know, OR they did not know the truth to begin with.

2. Practical Wandering

a. Caring and Knowing

They are very serious about living for the Lord,




BUT
They have been lead into – either

1)  Legalism –
a) Must keep the Mosaic Law

The Law was done away (II Cor. 3)
Replaced by the New Covenant (Heb. 8)
A new priest (Heb 7) Christ as High Priest or the law – not both

b)  Must Keep a Set of Man-made Rules
Some are in the Bible, but misinterpreted,
· Keep the Sabbath day

· Sacrifice animals

· Keep the feasts of Israel

· Hold healing campaigns

· Be baptized with the Holy Spirit

· Speak in tongues

· Get the 2nd blessing

Some are in church tradition
· Can’t wear shorts

· No mixed swimming

· Don’t drink soft drinks out of a can
2)  Antinomianism

· I can do as I please, there are no commands
· I am a law to myself  
b. Knowing and Not Caring

They know the truth but they don’t care they ignore it for their own purposes.

II. The Mending of the Backsliding – 5:19b
 “when someone turns his back” – Peter -- Clearly the responsibility of the believer

A. The Difficulty of the Mending

· People are proud
· People are defensive

· People are guilt–ridden

B. The Sensitivity of the Mending
1. Must be Gentle

Galatians 6:1
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness…” 

Jude says:

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some have compassion, making a distinction but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. (20-22)
2. Must be Capable - Spiritually healthy
Jesus said:  “First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”
III. The Menace of Backsliding – 
It’s a life and death situation

A. Turning – “turn him back”

· Recognition – he must admit his sin

· Repentance – he must repent of his sin

· Returning – he must turn from his sin

B.  Rescuing – 5:20a
“let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death…”
1. Save – σώσει - deliver
Save is used in five different ways in the N.T.

In Three Categories:
a. Spiritually:

· Penalty of Sin – Salvation (Ephesian 2:8,9)
· Power of Sin – Sanctification (Philippians 2:12-13)
· Presence of Sin – Glorification (Romans 13:11)
b. Physically: Healing
Matthew 9:22

“But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, "Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well." And the woman was made well from that hour.”

                   c. Circumstantially
Matthew 8:23-25
“Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But He was asleep. Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing!"

2. Soul - ψυχὴν - soul or life
a. Life – Paul said at Troas, “His soul (life) is in him” (Acts 20:10)
b. Soul – immaterial part of man

c. Person – 70 souls went down into Egypt

3. Death - θανάτου
a. Not spiritual Death, but Eternal Death.

The believer has eternal life. How long is eternal? - Forever

                  b. Physical Death – as judgment for sin
· Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5)
· Man had his father’s wife (I Cor. 5)
· Sin at the Lord’s Table (I Cor. 11:29)
· Sin unto death (I John 5:6,17)
C. Covering – A Multitude of Sins – 5:20b
“and cover a multitude of sins.”

The sins that the one that have been committed. The sins that one that would be committed if he does not repent.

               Hidden from whom?   

            1.  From God and His judgment / Hidden by the blood of Christ. God forgets them.
2.  Hidden from other believers. When they are confessed and forgiven other believers should forget them

            3.  Hidden from self. The sinning brother should forget them as well.
Conclusion:

With those words James finishes his epistle.

I would like us to remember one word from these last 2 verses. It occurs twice in verse 18. It has 3 Greek letters

Τις – anyone / someone

Anyone can fall 
         AND 

Anyone can help him up.

Let’s be careful not to be the former. And always ready to be the latter.

